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The Survey is delivered in two parts. Each part may be delivered at different 

sessions, at the comfort of the participant. Part A may be delivered without 

the facilitator present. Part B requires the facilitator to be present. 

The survey has no time limit. If the survey is delivered properly (facilitator 

interview) it takes approximately 2 hours. 

PART A (DIVIDED INTO 11 SECTIONS). 

PART A assesses qualitative data. It determines the community’s Story With 

Literacy. This story will give the community information about their 

perceptions, demographics, experiences, recommendations and 

understandings. 

PART A information is analyzed using grounded theory. The information 

collected in this Part is compared to the assessments in PART B. 

SECTION A  PERSONAL DATA 

This section intends to understand your perceptions of literacy. Some of the 

questions will ask you to recount your experience in the education system, 

while other questions focus on your thoughts of literacy. 

What does literacy mean to you? 

What are your strengths or talents with respect to literacy? 

What were your dreams as a child? 

A4 Which of the following Aboriginal linguistic group do you identify with? 

   Plains Cree/Paskwawiyiniw        Swampy Cree/Maskekowininiw 

Dene/Dene Suline     Saulteaux/Anishinaabe 

Lakota       Woodland Cree/Sakawithiniw 

Nakota/Assinaboin     Métis/Michif 

   Dakota      Other  ________________ 

   

A5 Did you attend residential school? 

  



 
 

SECTION B   LINGUISTIC INFORMATION 

This section aims to understand how you view your skills in writing, reading, 
listening, and speaking in Aboriginal, English, and French languages. 

What is the language that you first learned at home as a child? 

 

How well do you think you can speak in your Aboriginal language? 

Please explain your choice. 

 

How well do you think you can read English text? 

SECTION C  LABOUR FORCE ACTIVITIES   

This next section aims to obtain information on the different types of jobs 
and work that you do (e.g. geological engineer, stay-at-home parent, artist, 
musician, mechanic, sales clerk, guide, doctor, etc.)  

 

What is your current work situation, or what do you do for an income? 

  

When did you start working at this job or business? 

Do you do volunteer work in your community? (coach sports teams, volunteer for 
special events, help in the school, etc.) 

SECTION D  LITERACY AND NUMERACY  

This section will ask questions about literacy and numeracy as relevant to 
you in your daily life.  

 

In your daily life, how often do you read or use the following: 

 
a) Letters, memos, or emails? 
 
  2-3 times Less than                 
  per      once a                               Don’t 
Daily  week      week  Rarely         Never      Know 

 

 

  



 
 

What does numeracy mean to you? 

How would you describe traditional Aboriginal numeracy? 

I am comfortable in my math skills for my daily life at home. 

  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

Please explain your choice. 

SECTION E PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION AND LEARNING 

The next questions are about your participation in education and learning 
activities during the last 12 months. 

 

During the past year have you taken any courses as part of a PROGRAM of studies 
towards a certificate, diploma, or degree? Examples would include high school diploma; 
a trade/vocational diploma or registered apprenticeship certificate; a college diploma; a 
university certificate, diploma, or degree. 

 

Would you be willing to participate in programs designed towards improving your 
Aboriginal literacy and numeracy skills? 

1 = a very strong ‘No’ 1   7 = a very strong ‘Yes’ 

  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

Please explain your choice. 

We are interested in the many ways that people have come to acquire their literacy, 
numeracy, and knowledge skills. Now we will seek your answers on your involvement 
on the different ways that you have come to understand literacy and numeracy in the 
context of your community.  

  



 
 

SECTION F LITERACY AND NUMERACY PRACTICES, SOCIAL CAPITAL AND 
WELL BEING 

These questions will ask how well you feel and how much time you spend 
doing various literacy activities each day. 

 

On average how much time do you usually spend each day outdoors? 

0-1hr   1-2 hrs 

2-3 hrs  4-6 hrs 

6-7 hrs  7+ hrs 

What are the different types of written materials do you have in your home (books, 
magazines, newspapers)? 

 

During the last 12 months have you participated in: 

          

a) a political organization – including  Métis locals and band councils? 
 
b) a sports or recreation group or team? 
 
c) a sharing or healing circle? 
 

Health and general well-being: such as your physical, spiritual, mental, and emotional 
aspects. We believe that these areas are just as important to literacy and numeracy 
because when individuals are not healthy, then their ability to participate in community 
and lifelong learning is limited. 

We understand spirituality in terms of one’s connection to community, environment, 
and surroundings. Our approach to spirituality encompasses Aboriginal tradition as well 
as all other religions. 

Emotional health refers to a wide range of feelings and how individuals deal with these 
feelings. We consider the emotional health important because we carry our emotions 
into all aspects of life which can greatly affect our attitudes towards literacy and lifelong 
learning.  

Physical health refers to one’s physical body and how well they are able to move in and 
around their community, as well as participating in daily activities. 

  



 
 

SECTION G INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION –  TECHNOLOGICAL 
LITERACY 

These questions are designed to see how comfortable you are in using 
computers and technology. 

 

In a typical month, how often do you use: 

a) a cellular phone? 
 
  2-3 times Less than                 
  per      once a                               Don’t 
Daily  week      week  Rarely         Never      Know 
 
 

Computers have helped me to learn new skills other than computer skills. 

1 = a very strong negative 1   7 = a very strong positive 

  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

Please explain your choice. 

If given the opportunity would you be interested in starting to use a computer and the 
internet?  

1 = a very strong negative 1   7 = a very strong positive 

  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

 

Please explain your choice. 

  



 
 

SECTION H HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION 

 The next questions ask for general household information. 

How often do you or another adult read, show picture/wordless books, or tell stories to 
individuals in your household? 
   
How often do your children read (outside of school settings)? If you do not have any 
children go to Section I. 

1 = never read to children1   7 = read to children daily 

  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

Please explain your choice. 

SECTION I STORYTELLING AND ORACY 

 
These sets of questions are aimed to understand the importance of 
storytelling to you, your family, and community. 
 
How important is storytelling to you?  

 1 = little importance 1   7 = very important 
  

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

Please explain your choice. 

How often do you listen to Elders or storytellers speak in your community? 

 1 = do not listen to Elders 1   7 = listen to Elders daily 

    1   2   3   4   5   6   7 
 
What do you think are the characteristics of a good storyteller (voice, gestures, style, 
etc.)? 
 

  



 
 

PART B (DIVIDED INTO 5 SECTIONS). 

PART B assess quantitative data. This data is compared to Part A. It 

determines the community’s Strengths with literacy. The strengths this 

survey assesses are: Listening, Reading, Writing in English and Problem 

Solving and Numeracy. 

Some of the questions can assess strengths in more than one domain of 

literacy. 

LISTENING 

Each participant is shown a video clip of a person from the community telling 

a story. This will let the participants see gestures and hear accents familiar 

to them. 

What is the name of the person speaking? 

 
a) Bobby 
b) Toni 
c) Carol 
d) Lisa 
 

WRITING  

Each participant is 

shown a picture and 

asked to write about it. 

In one sentence describe a 

design on one of the 

baskets. 

Place the following list of 

words into alphabetical 

order from A-Z. 

 



NUMERACY 

Participants are shown a form, table, chart and asked to find information 

from it. In other questions, participants are given a problem to make 

calculations. 

 

Use the following chart to answer questions 2-4. 

 

What type of media is seen as more useful than the media Aboriginal seniors had  

received? 

a) Word of mouth 

b) Aboriginal newspapers 

c) Radio/CB 

d) Direct Mail 

READING 

Participants are shown a page of text and asked questions about it. 

Communications Class by Connie Fife 

 

 if i drop out of your educational system 

 do not fool yourself that i have fallen  

 off the face of the earth and  

 am just another statistical write-off. 

 this act will cause you embarrassment and  

 i am familiar with the feeling of  

 being caught turning red in the face 



1 
 

 
 

 tomorrow if you do not find me, again,  

 dozing during another one of your lectures 

 do not think firstly that i have disappeared  

 amongst the sheets of paper shelved in  

 a reference library …. 

 instead picture me wide awake at 3:00 a.m. 

 throwing ink upon blank white squares 

 creating with your own language 

 a universal formula for change. 

 

Which of the following could best describe the relationship between the author and 

teacher in the poem? 

 

a) The student was told that they are missing too much class 

b) The student is not acknowledged in the class as important 

c) The student enjoys writing 

d) The student was embarrassed by a friend 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

Participants are given an article and asked to select statements to develop a 

community action plan based on these steps: 
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