
 

 

Aboriginal Adult Literacy Assessment Tool 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Aboriginal Adult Literacy Assessment Tool Project (AALAT) is a two-year project that will 

give Aboriginal, that is First Nations and Métis, communities the ability to assess the literacy 

levels, perspectives, and needs of adults in their own communities by using a survey tool 

that is culturally and linguistically appropriate and inclusive. This tool will have the capacity 

to build a knowledge base of Aboriginal adult literacy at the community, provincial, national, 
and international levels. 

The International Adult Literacy Skills Survey (IALSS), for the first time, collected data 

about Aboriginal people in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The IALSS data revealed some 

important information about Aboriginal people but it was regarded very critically because it 

was not contextual to culture and language, it was limited to urban Aboriginal people, and it 

tended to emphasize Aboriginal people as problematic, negative, and less knowledgeable. 

This is not the case. Aboriginal people want to be part of “the solution”, they want to focus 

on their strengths and contributions, and they want to demonstrate that their ways of 

knowing are concrete and valid. This project intends to participate in a more positive, 
strategic, and valued contribution of Aboriginal knowledge data production. 

This project will research Aboriginal ways of collecting data in the five literacy domains of 

reading, writing, numeracy, oracy, problem solving, and listening within an approach that 

includes cultural and linguistic sensitivity as well as community involvement in the 

development of the assessment tool. By making this research study and tool personally and 

culturally relevant to Aboriginal people there will more likely be success in finding a more 

accurate and realistic picture of literacy for Aboriginal people. 

Along with our partner organizations and other key stakeholders (Gabriel Dumont Institute, 

Ontario Native Literacy Coalition), we will develop a much requested tool that will have a 
unique delivery approach for Aboriginal people in Saskatchewan and beyond. 

For more information about this Project please contact: 

Bobby Henry & Ross Grandel 

Project Coordinator 

Aboriginal Adult Literacy Assessment Tool 

Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network 

2401 Thayer Avenue 

Saskatoon, SK S7L 5Y1 

Phone: (306) 934-2632 

Fax: (306) 934-2633 
Email: aalat.saln@sasktel.net 

Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc. 
1017B 22nd Street West 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Canada S7M 0S2 
 

www.aboriginal.sk.literacy.ca 
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