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SUMMARY 
 
The Third Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Gathering 2008 – “Journey 
Through Teachings” (Gathering 2008) was another great success!  Over 
150 people participated in this event. 
 
The Gathering 2008 is part of the Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network 
Inc.’s mission to support and promote Aboriginal literacy within the Province of 
Saskatchewan.  This event brought together participants from all regions of 
Saskatchewan and other provinces, as well as international guests. Among the 
participants attending were Elders, adult learners, youth, literacy practitioners, 
Aboriginal program developers, government officials, and other stakeholders 
related to Aboriginal literacy.  
 
The Gathering, held in beautiful Prince Albert National Park, Waskesiu, provided 
all participants with an enriching, positive, and informative cultural experience, 
as well as increasing their knowledge of Aboriginal literacy in many aspects. 30 
learners and 10 Practitioners from across Saskatchewan shared their experiences 
of growth as a result of their participation in literacy programs. 
 
This Gathering’s success could not have been possible without the dedication, 
energy, and commitment of the Event Coordinators, the Cultural Coordinator, 
Board of Directors, the Gathering Planning Committee, various consultants, 
sponsors, and volunteers.  The Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc. 
would like to thank everyone involved. 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Gathering 2008 
(Gathering 2008) were as follows: 
 

 To engage learners, Elders, practitioners, and participants in further 
learning opportunities in their areas of interest.  

 
 To bring together First Nations, Métis, and other people to explore, learn, 

and share what is happening in Aboriginal literacy in Saskatchewan and 
abroad. 

 
 To further explore community literacy approaches within Aboriginal 

contexts. 
 

 To showcase Aboriginal literacy successes and challenges in individuals, 
organizations, and communities. 
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ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES 
 

Overall the event was a success.  All the activities that were planned were 
implemented completely.  The SALN hired 2 Event Coordinators, and 1 Cultural 
Coordinator.  These three people worked in collaboration with the Gathering 
Planning Committee comprised of Board of Directors members.  These people 
and their roles are listed in Appendix A. 
 
The Executive Director (ED) met with the committee and coordinators on a 
regular basis before and after the Gathering 2008.  The Executive Director met 
with the Event Coordinators and Cultural Coordinator after the Gathering.  We 
discussed at length the successes and the challenges, making notes for the next 
Gathering 2010. 
 
The objectives were accomplished with the following activities and outcomes. 
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To engage learners, Elders, practitioners, and participants in further 
learning opportunities in their areas of interest. 

 
 The learners were encouraged and supported by their practitioners and 

others who assisted them.  Many of the workshops were specifically 
geared to learners.  

 
 As has become a tradition at our Gatherings, a number of learners spoke 

at the meals about their story – their “Journey through Teachings”: 
  Wednesday, May 21, Lunch: Doris Lautner & Nelda Delorme 
  Thursday, May 22, Lunch: James Sayese & Clyde Black 

 
Quote: “Thank you for allowing the learners and practitioners to attend without 
cost.  Many could not afford it otherwise and they had a wonderful time.” 
“As an Elder I wish to acknowledge your goals and aspirations, keep up the good 
work and it is time to speak out for our children.  As your statement “You cannot 
change the future for our children but we can change our children for the 
future.” 
 “The conference was absolutely first class in every way.  Thank you for 
being so organized yet still taking time to connect with individuals along the way 
in a caring way.  The girls who came with me were pumped and inspired on the 
drive home.  They really go a lot out of it, as did I.” 
 

 We had fabulous workshop presenters at this Gathering.  Their workshops 
were evaluated and compiled.  This evaluation is available upon request. 

 Claudette Moran – “Engaging Literacy Learners Through Art” 
 Brenda Tenold – “Fun Extensions to Reading” 
 Laura Burnoff – “The Canadian Indigenous Language and 

Literacy Development Institute (CILLDI)” 
 Karin Kettler – “Lead Your Way!  National Aboriginal Role 

Model Program” 
 Jacob Roesler – “Pre-Literacy Learner Engagement Pilot 

Project (PLLEP) 
 Ina Fietz-Ray – “Breaking the Cycle of Colonization and Links 

to Literacy” 
 Harry Lafond – “We are All Treaty People” 
 Ningwakwe George – “The Evolution of the National 

Indigenous Literacy Association (NILA)” 
 Nicole Amiotte – “Métis Dance as a Medium to Learning” 
 Leah Dorian – “Holistic Approaches Towards Enriched First 

Nation and Métis Literacy” 
 LaVera Scheile – “Literacy Benchmarks in Action: How can 

Benchmarks Benefit Learners?” 
 Vera Tourangeau – “Miss It Hurts” 
 Rick Closs – “ The First Five Years Lasts a Lifetime” 
 Owen Main – “A Foot in Two Worlds: Literacy Development 

and Self-Determination” 
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 There were a good variety of exhibitors at this Gathering.  They were: 

◊ Jerod Gliege – Book Distributor 
◊ SIAST Kelsey Campus 
◊ The Office of the Treaty Commissioner 
◊ Totem Pole Books 
◊ Service Canada 
◊ Gabriel Dumont Institute 
◊ Nagel’s AV Services 
◊ Saskatchewan Literacy Network 
◊ Ningwakwe Press 
◊ Saskatchewan Labour Market Commission 
◊ Numerous craft sellers 

 
Quotes:  “Great job.  So many good things discussed and a lot of inspiration.  
Great location.  One of the best that I have attended.” 

“For my first time at this conference I was quite impressed with the 
overall “Gathering”.  Thank you for the experience.” 

“Excellent workshops, great food, terrific organizing – All very well 
planned and executed.  Community Hall a bit crowded.  Thanks” 
 
 
OUTCOME: There was an excellent opportunity for knowledge exchange and 
learning for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people to explore, understand, and 
share on many aspects and levels of Aboriginal literacy. 
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To bring together First Nations, Métis, and other people to explore, learn, 
and share what is happening in Aboriginal literacy in Saskatchewan 

and abroad. 
 

 Since the first Gathering 2002 was held at Fort Qu’Appelle in southern 
Saskatchewan and the second Gathering 2006 was held at Wanuskewin, 
Saskatoon, in central Saskatchewan we wanted to host this third Gathering 
2008 in northern Saskatchewan.  

 
 This Gathering 2008 was specifically held in northern Saskatchewan to build 

awareness, relationships, and knowledge exchange with more northern 
people and organizations.   

 
 We accomplished this through promotion and accepting speakers, workshop 

presenters, Elders, learners, exhibitors, volunteers, Board members, and 
registrants from northern Saskatchewan. 

 
Quote: “I was at the original meeting in Morley, AB (2000) and it was nice to 
return to see how changed and how the SALN has evolved and the connection it 
has made with the communities, country, and the world.  The impact was 
wonderful to see and hear.  Still much work to be done but you are headed in 
the right direction.” 
 
OUTCOME:  More people and activities will happen in northern Saskatchewan 
and throughout the rest of the province regarding Aboriginal literacy. 
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To further explore community literacy approaches within Aboriginal 

contexts. 
 

 Sponsoring practitioners to bring learners with them was a very good idea.  
If the learners that originally applied to come were unable to attend, other 
learners were chosen by the practitioners to participate in the event.  This 
made for a more successful Gathering overall. 

 
 People came from many levels of government, justice, health, social 

services, universities, colleges, other literacy organizations, media, service 
groups, provinces, and business/industry. 

 
 Dignitaries gave welcoming remarks at the Opening Ceremonies: 

o Josy Roske, Superintendent of First Nations & Métis Education, 
Ministry of Education, Province of Saskatchewan 

o Senator Lillian Dyck, Government of Canada 
o Lisa Erickson, Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Literacy 

Network 
Quote:  “I appreciate all the planning and work that must have taken place for 
this Gathering.  Amazing spectrum of people fro mall parts of life – all ages – 
Keep that up!  Entertainment was fabulous – moving ceremonies. Literacy is 
becoming more and more prominent in our societies.  Please keep all participants 
informed.  I would recommend a “warmer” eating venue despite the lovely 
setting.  Community Hall very cold and somewhat crowded for number of people 
attending.  Storytelling by Elders in tents for th future would be fabulous!! Thank 
you for a terrific 2 days.” 
 
OUTCOME:  More people will return to their lives, schools, programs, and 
workplaces encouraged and renewed about new approaches, research, and 
information on Aboriginal literacy. 
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To showcase Aboriginal literacy successes and challenges in individuals, 
organizations, and communities. 

 
 
 

 In conjunction with the Gathering 2008 we hosted the 2nd Saskatchewan 
Aboriginal Literacy Awards Gala.  This was a special evening that 
acknowledged and celebrated the contributions, dedication, and growth of 
people and organizations involved with literacy.  (See Appendix B for bios) 
 

 Learner Award:  Howard & Doreen Sanderson, La Ronge, SK 
 

 Elder Award:  Sidney Karl Isaac, Broadview, SK 
 

 Practitioner Award:  Lorna Wesequate, Regina, SK 
 

 Organization/Business Award: Circle Project Association Inc., Regina, 
SK 

 
 The cultural and ceremonial events were very good.  Everyone gave their 

best.  We greatly appreciate the follow people who gave the Gathering a 
wonderful atmosphere: 

◊ Veterans & Elders - Flag Carriers and prayers 
◊ Big Bear Singers – Thunderchild First Nation 
◊ Craig Gardipy – Men’s Traditional Dancer 
◊ Bernier Brothers – Métis Fiddle Duo 
◊ Violet Naytowhow & Band  
◊ Métis Dance Troupe  - Prince Albert 
◊ Jason Chamakese – Native American Flutist 
◊ Baker Duo – Métis Fiddlers from Prince Albert 
◊ Tony Lemaigre – Dene Solo Handrummer 

 Also, we would like to thank the hard work of Harvey Knight (Many Worlds 
Publishing) for light and sound as well as AJ Noon, Aboriginal Cultural 
Consultant. 

 
 There were many businesses and organizations who donated items for the 

Silent Auction (see program book for list).  The SALN made over $1000 on 
this and other raffles.  Thank you to all the donors! 
 
Quote: “Thanks organizers, truly enjoyed the entertainment!” 
 
OUTCOME:  More people will know about those who were honoured and will 
demonstrate, share, and model the way that Aboriginal literacy has affected 
their lives and organizations. 
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IMPACTS 
 

The impact of this project has been very good for literacy in general in 
Saskatchewan.  There was representation from other Saskatchewan literacy 
organizations as well as practitioners and learners from many different literacy 
programs across Saskatchewan.   
 
This project was very good for Aboriginal Literacy specifically as the presence of 
many people from various related sectors attended, including people from 
libraries, colleges (North, South, East and West), schools (both First Nations and 
non-Aboriginal, rural & urban, Catholic and Public school systems), Tribal 
Councils, Métis institutions, and other provincial institutions.   
 
Finally this event was very good for the Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy 
Network Inc.  Participants observed that our organization is becoming more 
established as they were witness to and participated in our Annual General 
Meeting and election of 2 new Board of Directors (see our website for a complete 
list of the SALN Board of Directors).   
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

There were many highlights of the Gathering 2008. 

 Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Awards 2008 

 Keynote speakers: Dr. Don Bartlett and Tom Roberts 

 Great cultural entertainment 

 Fabulous location 

 Lots of networking 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Although the setting was gorgeous and people really appreciated the 
uniqueness and retreat-like quality of the event, the logistics of moving 
people to and from various buildings was challenging.  However, even 
with the challenges, people still were overwhelmingly in support of a more 
non-urban location.  Also, the costs for people coming to a northern 
setting were greater.  It is often just as costly for people to travel within 
the north as for them to travel south due to inadequate road systems. 

 
2. Each Gathering has its special challenges.  The food was great but we 

didn’t realize that tea and coffee were an extra request.  However, this 
was rectified immediately.   

 
3. It is recommended to finish at noon on the last day to allow for people to 

travel home.  On the last afternoon the workshops, keynote speaker, and 
closing ceremonies were very good but not well attended.  

 
4. To further clarify the roles and duties of the Event Coordinators, Cultural 

Coordinators, Gathering Planning Committee, and others involved in the 
planning and implementation of this event so that time and energy 
commitments can be maximized and yet balanced.  A planning manual to 
identify the various tasks, timelines, and expectations would be very 
helpful. 

 
5. The Gathering always follows the protocol of the host cultural territory. It 

is vital that the person and role of the Elder “helper”, Aboriginal 
Consultant, or Cultural Coordinator understands the First Nations and 
Métis culture of the territory where the event is being hosted as well as 
the broad range of participating cultural and linguistic groups attending 
the Gathering.   

 
6. It is recommended that the SALN Gathering continue to focus on 

networking in areas not as involved in Aboriginal literacy to assist those 
areas to further learn and develop their own efforts at Aboriginal literacy. 

 
7. To continue to research, network, and share ways of integrating culture, 

language, and literacy for stronger people and communities.  Two 
locations were suggested for the next Gathering planned to be in 2010 – 
Watrous/Manitou and North Battleford. 

 
 
 



 12

APPENDIX & ENCLOSURES LIST 
 

 
A. Committees 

 Gathering Planning Committee 
 Event Coordinators 
 Cultural Coordinator 

 
B. Awards 2008 

 Award Winner Biographies 
 

C. Sponsors 
 
D. Promotional Materials 

 Brochure 
 Program 
 Conference Kit (some funders) 

 
E. Media Coverage and Clippings 
 
F. Financial Statement (Gold Sponsors only) 
 
 
 



 13

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 



 14

Gathering Planning Committee 
 
Members:  Carol Vandale, Executive Director 
  Claudette Moran, President 
  Florence McLeod, Elder 
  Florence Carrier, Elder 
 
The purpose of this committee is to advise the Executive Director, the Event 
Coordinators, and Cultural Coordinator on specific aspects of the Gathering that 
impact Aboriginal knowledge, culture, language, and involvement. 
 
In this spirit the members will: 

1. Attend regular meetings. 
 
2. Assist in giving historical perspectives on various details of planning the 

Gathering. 
 

3. Advise on appropriateness of new plans. 
 

4. Assist, where possible, in taking action for the Gathering. 
 
 
 

Event Coordinators 
 

Mari James & Grace McLeod 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 

 
 
 

Cultural Coordinator 
 

Tara Sutherland 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
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Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy 
Awards 2008 

 

Winners 
 
 

Practitioner Award – Lorna Wesaquate 

 
Lorna Wesaquate has been practicing literacy and specifically, family literacy, for 
most of her career.  For the past thirteen years, the Regina Early Learning 
Centre, Regina, Saskatchewan has employed Lorna.  The majority of her time 
was spent leading and coordinating group programs and events.  She has family 
literacy training in Aboriginal Literacy and Parenting Skills Program (ALAPS), 
Come Read With Me (a family literacy program by the Saskatchewan Literacy 
Network), Train the Trainer in Foundational Training in Family Literacy (Pictou, 
Nova Scotia, 2002).  Previous related experience includes 6 years as KidsFirst 
Supervisor, Regina.  She has facilitated many family literacy workshops and 
training throughout Saskatchewan.  Lorna is the mother of two children who are 
attending university and high school.  Lorna plans to continue her professional 
development in early childhood and literacy. 
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Learner Award – Howard & Doreen Sanderson 

 
Howard and Doreen Sanderson are from Air Ronge, Saskatchewan.  They initially 
registered in the Northlands Distance Literacy Program in 2006 and 2007.  They 
worked on computer literacy as well as reading and math skills.  They showed an 
enthusiasm and readiness to learn as well as a lot of respect for education.  
Besides working on literacy, Howard has other jobs.  He has a trap line and he 
and Doreen run a small business in the spring making beautiful birch bark 
baskets and picking berries and mushrooms.  By January of 2007 they registered 
in a classroom literacy program at Northlands Program Centre in La Ronge, 
Saskatchewan.  Howard had to withdraw due to his trap line duties but Doreen 
continues to attend the classroom sessions.  They have a foster son, Nathan, 
whom they are teaching Cree language and culture.  Howard plans to continue 
his education in the winter.  The Sandersons have created an excellent learning 
environment for the whole family.  They realize that they are becoming life-long 
learners and teachers and that this is the direction they want to continue. 
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Elder Award – Sidney Karl Isaac 

 
Sidney Karl Isaac (Karl) currently resides on Kahkewistahaw First Nation, near 
Broadview, Saskatchewan.  He decided to return to school after 44 years.  He is 
a role model for literacy showing determination and strong interest in learning as 
a life-long venture.  He is currently a student with the Saskatchewan Indian 
Institute of Technology.  At the beginning he was scared to attend class but in 
time everyone became closer and he felt more comfortable.  Karl showed that if 
he could do it, at 59 years old, that we can all do it.  “Karl is a role model for our 
community and has shown everyone that you are not too old to get your 
education”, said his nominator, a fellow student.  Rain, shine, and even 
snowstorms, Karl, who is also handicapped, made it to school every day.  He 
doesn’t own a vehicle but uses a scooter, purchased by the band for the Elders, 
to get to school.  Karl was awarded the SIIT Best Attendance Award this year 
and his class average is in the high 80’s.  Karl has 8 children and 15 
grandchildren.  He is involved in his community and is a member of the Band 
Recreational Committee.  Karl plans to finish Grade 12 and to continue 
contributing to his family and community.   
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Business/Organization Award – Circle Project 

 
Florence Isaac, Elder for Circle Project, accepted the award on behalf of the 
organization.  The Circle Project, located in Regina, is a non-profit organization 
and is recognized as a leader in developing holistic personal, educational, and 
literacy programming for over 20 years.  They have a wealth of experience in 
educational and literacy program development and delivery that promotes life-
long learning.  The literacy program began as a drop-in program for Aboriginal 
people in Regina.  Over the years it developed into a full-time, ongoing, formal 
literacy program where students are supported in dealing with life issues that 
have previously created barriers to learning and literacy.  Their typical student 
has made at least 3 previous attempts at formal education, is a single parent, of 
Aboriginal (First Nation or Métis) ancestry, over 25 years of age, on Social 
Assistance, and has an average entry grade level of 8.3.  Some of the reasons 
they have not been successful in the past may vary but may include:  
dysfunctional home life, teen families, difficulty with schooling system, racism, 
addictions, legal problems, and transience.  The Circle Project promotes a 
greater connection to the community and increases the sense of belonging for 
students and promotes a holistic approach that includes life skills, self-
development opportunities, volunteer time, and exposure to other programs and 
organizations in the community.  The results of this approach have been 
incredible and students, who come with many personal difficulties and other 
obstacles, leave with a renewed sense of spirit, greater self-worth, and clearly 
defined future goals.  The increase in self-confidence as a result of the 
accomplishments made in the program has been the springboard for many to a 
better education and ultimately a better life for themselves and their families. 
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Gold Sponsors 

(in order of contributions received) 

Advanced Education, Employment & 
Labour 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SaskSmart  
 
 
 
 

 
Dakota Dunes Community 
Development Corporation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Nations and Métis Relations, 
Government of Saskatchewan 

 
 
 
 

  

Canadian Council on Learning / 
Aboriginal Learning Knowledge 
Centre 

 
 
 
 
 

SGI  
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Bronze Sponsors 

Casino Regina or Casino Moose Jaw 
 

 
Saskatchewan Energy 

 
Saskatchewan Worker’s 
Compensation Board 

First Nations Bank of Canada 
 

 
 
Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Conexus 
 

 
 
 

Saskatchewan Indian and Gaming 
Authority 

SIAST Woodland Campus 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Event Sponsors 

StarPhoenix  

WalMart  

Cameco  

Wal-Mart 
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In-Kind Sponsors 

The SALN greatly appreciates the ongoing, dedicated, and 
committed sponsorship of the Yorkton Tribal Council and the 

Dumont Technical Institute – they sponsor Board members with 
release time and expenses to be involved in the SALN.  

Thank you. 

Yorkton Tribal Council 
 

Gabriel Dumont Institute / Dumont Technical 
Institute 
 

Waskesiu 
 

 
 
 
 
 

StarPhoenix 
 

 

  

SIAST Woodland Campus 
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